GCCF STEWARDING SCHEME 2025 — RULES AND PROCEDURE

The GCCF Stewarding Scheme is the essential first step in the GCCF's judge training pathway. It
is designed to cater for two groups:

Those who wish to train and qualify as a GCCF Steward (Fully Qualified) for stewarding
purposes only, and those who wish to qualify as a GCCF Steward (Fully Qualified) as a
prerequisite to moving on to Student Judge training.

Whichever path a candidate chooses, the Stewarding Scheme ensures they develop the vital

skills, knowledge, and professionalism required to support GCCF shows and the wider cat
fancy.

1. Aims of the Stewarding Scheme
The GCCF Stewarding Scheme is designed to:
» Train candidates to become successful and confident stewards.
» Provide opportunities for Trainee Stewards to learn valuable skills from Full Judges.

» Develop the ability to handle cats of all breeds with care, sympathy, and skill.
» Ensure candidates gain a thorough understanding of GCCF rules and show procedures.

2. Joining the Stewarding Scheme
Applicants must:
« Join the Guild of GCCF Judges and Stewards ("the Guild").
o Complete the Guild Membership Subscription Form.
e Pay a membership fee of £5.
Upon receipt of application and fee, candidates will receive:
e Membership of the Guild for the initial year.
e GCCF Notes for Stewards.
o Set of Initial Stewarding Certificates.
» Set of Table Work Certificates.

« Application Form to Progress to GCCF Steward (Fully Qualified).

Membership of the Guild must be maintained throughout the training period.

3. Who Can Join

e Applicants must be aged 16 or over.




e Advanced Level candidates of the GCCF Young Exhibitor Scheme aged 13-16 may apply
(subject to insurance requirements).
» All applicants must adhere to the GCCF Code of Conduct.

4. Training Requirements
4.1 For Those Wishing to Become a GCCF Steward (Fully Qualified)

« Complete six stewarding engagements across as many sections as possible (minimum
being four sections).

» Work with different Full Judges, especially covering a range of breeds.

o No more than two certificates from any one Judge will be counted.

» Submit feedback after each engagement, reflecting on handling, breed nuances,
terminology, and steward protocol.

o Complete two Table Work Certificates at All Breed Championship Shows.

o Table Work requirements may be waived for existing Section or Show Managers
(confirmation required).

o Complete a period of stewarding for a Veterinary Surgeon at a GCCF show for at least
half a day or until discharged by the vet. (Unless you plan to progress directly to Student
Judge training, in which case the more detailed Veterinary Assessment required for
Student Judges can replace this requirement)

4.2 For Those Wishing to Progress to Student Judge Training

o Complete the same requirements as above.

« Submit a Student Judge application following successful qualification.

o Candidates who plan to progress directly to Student Judge training may substitute the
basic vet stewarding requirement with the Veterinary Assessment required for Student
Judge qualification.

» For more information on applying to become a Student Judge, please visit:
https://www.gccftraining.org/gecf-student-judge/

Note: Up to two engagements involving the judging of Household Pet cats at a GCCF licensed
show may be counted toward the six required engagements.

Trainee Stewards must listen to, and act upon, advice and guidance from Full Judges and the
Guild.

5. Assessment and Qualification

The Guild, seeking the support of Full Judges, will provide tuition, support, advice, and
assessment for candidates working through the Stewarding Scheme.

The Guild will review all submitted Stewarding and Table Work Certificates, as well as any
additional information provided. Approval to be listed as a GCCF Steward (Fully Qualified) or as




a Student Judge is automatic, provided that there are no queries or concerns raised during the
review.

If the information available, including stewarding certificates and feedback, does not
demonstrate that the required standard of stewarding, manner, or attributes has been met, the
candidate will be offered suitable support and guidance. In such cases, the candidate will be
required to complete and submit up to five additional stewarding certificates, working with
nominated judges, before they may reapply.

Once approved, candidates will:

« Be recognised as a GCCF Steward (Fully Qualified).
» Belisted as such on the GCCF records.
e Receive a GCCF Stewarding Badge.

6. After Qualification

» Qualified Stewards may steward at GCCF shows, displaying professionalism and
adherence to GCCF standards.

o Those wishing to progress to Student Judge training must submit a separate application
and meet any further requirements.

7. Additional Notes

» Stewarding purely for enjoyment remains welcomed and does not require participation
in the formal scheme.

e The Guild, with the support of Full Judges, will continue to offer tuition, advice, and
assessment throughout training.

e All forms must be submitted within one month of the show date; late submissions may
be discounted.

Issued by the Guild of GCCF Judges and Stewards

For further information, to download application forms, or for support during your training,
please visit: https://www.gccftraining.org/gccf-steward/




